Workors in the cotton ficlds an increase in wages of 25. to 50% over practically all 


of North Bastorn Arkaneas, The Specie Strike Conmittoo nooting October ands 


the price! was WONe 


point the History of the Union. The success in this struggle demonstrat 


fot “for. once and for all tino the power cf nize ticn, of work. Arkenas 


Mr, He loon Doputy Contssionor of tho Arkansas Depar tannt of labo ds reported 


3 


‘UNION WINS VICTORY----STRIKERS #IN HIGHER WAGES. 


‘The ootton pickers strike called by ‘the Southern Faraors Union - the 


heard reports from. practigally overy soction or Arkansas y ‘Toxase A miminium 


price of per hundred pounds is tho lowest offered Union mone. 


On a largo Nuubor of Plantations where the Union was strongly por 


hundred pounds wes prantod, | Tho Strike Committce Called tho Strike 


off, but local Strike Coanittess wore rized to hold-.out for 65¢ on ovory plant 


\ 


The Wotton Pickers Strike just won bythe Southern Tenant Farcers Union marks’ the 


Plantors roalizo that the Southorn Tonant Farmers is to powerful. to be des troy 


wed. as ovor Se 000. cotton pickers walkod out the fields. Tho Striko is the 


firet organized. strike, of. fara workers: ovor by an in the 


The. Southern Tonant Formers Union nando. hg etory: 


— 


GOVERNMENT MAN JORKERS OUT OF FIBLDS« 


‘ap have enid that he trove 25 niles in Cross and Crittenden County J Arkansas with out 


seeing 4 po tton pickars at work---this Was during ‘the hieghth of tho Strike, 
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UNION SINS VICTORY FOR CCT. 


Vith the Cotton Pickers Strike, which 


was called by the Southern Tenant Farmers’ 


Jnion for the latter part of Sept., bare- 


- ly a week old, officers and organizers of 


the Union declared today that the strike 


The Cotton Pickers 3M | 
tenant farmers, sharecroppers and day~ 


laborers can do «hen they get together .. 


and fight for their common rights and ine 
terests, 


was highly the strike how necessary it is that the oppressed 


ZONE. 


Between 4, 000 & 5, 000 cotton niekers 


‘struck for the price of $1.00 per hundred 
pounds which was officially set by the Union ° fight. 
Despite the fact that several Union organ- 

izers were illegally arrested and jailed in 


Mississippi County and numerous strikers 
were thrown in jail in Gross County the- 
strike went on. 


cotton field workers have a fighting org- 


anization like the Southern Tenant Farme . 


erst Union to struggle for and diret their 


The Cotton, Pickers Strike shows 


that the Southern Ténant Farmers’ Union 


can do what no other/ agency has done, can 


do or will dof The Cetton Pickers Strike © 


shows that the Southern Tenant Farmers’ 


Union is no longer a baby without ability 


The Cotton Pickers Strike shows 


by the planters at the starvation level of 


Prices for picking cotton were first Set to care for itself, but a powerfyl fight- 
ing organization. that accomplishes what 
25¢ & 30¢ pér hundred pounds in‘northeast- it sets out to do, Finally,the,Cotton 
ern Arkansass One week after the strike was Pickers Strike shows that tenant farmers, 
called the lowest price being offered any- sharecroppers and day-laborers of the 


where was 50¢ per hundred. Reports from 


seven(7) counties where the strike was in 
progress showed that most planters were 
offering a minimym of 657 & Although 


the Union has not secured its demand of 


$1.00 per hundred pounds, the entire mem- 


bership looks upon the gains amounting to ~ 


25% to 50% as & ge nuine victory for the. 


cotton pickers. 


~ Strength of Union Demonstrated 


That the Southern Tenant Farmers’ Union Farmers’ Union should congratulate himseif 
for being a part of such a splendid organ 


is a factor to be reckoned with by every- 


South can act as a single man, that they 
can catry on a strike composed of thous- 


ands of men and women and commit no ilie-~ 
gal or violent acts of any sort and so 


paralyze the planters and officers of the 


law that they dare not again resort toe 


reign of terror: 


Ynion to be Congratulated | 
for Victory: 


“Every member o of the Southern Tenant 


one concerned with the growing of cotton is -izaticon of men and women. 


plainly evident. Ye are reliably informed 


Every member of the Southern Tenant 


that certain powerful plantation interests Farmers’ Union should congratulate and 


in Arkansas have admitted that the Southern tkank the officers and organizers who 


Tenant Farmers’ Union is the most powerful worked so RSET MEAT to make hesugi ‘strike 
orgenizatien on the’ entire horizon fighting a success, 


for the rights of agricultural workers, 


Shortly before the strike was called 


pianters in Poinsett County held a secret 
meeting for the purpose of fixing tie price strike like a veteran. 
they would pay for having their cotton pick- for the success of the strike must go to 
$4. Je are told that lr &.C.Spellings,Gen- 


Particular credit for the success of 
the strike should go to the Natiénal 


Secretary, H.L.Mitchell, who handled the. 
Great credit for 


those who went about organizing the strike 


eral~lanager for Chapman- Dewey Company ,told committees, distributing the strike calls 


the planters that there were enough starving etce 


people in Poinsett. County to get all ‘of 


per 100 lbs. No sooner had the Union 


Walter Moskop, George Andrews, Lee Mosikop 


their cotton picked for g5¢. When the strike Urs,Lee Moskop, Charles, McCoy and a | 
was called planters were paying 25¢ & 30¢ 


ecore of others: who will accept our grate 
eful thanks but will understand why we do 


announced that a strike would be called than not ap a mention their names. 


_ the price began to advance, As a result of 
the Cotton Pickers Strike, prices for pick- 
ing the boll were forced from a low af 25¢ legally arrested in Mississippi County 


 Mithout Much Viclence 


several organizers were il- 


and charaged with "enticing labor® and 
many wembers who were on strike were 


| thrawn in jail on the charage of*vagranc y* 


ae 


‘Chief among these brave men were © 
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with less violence than was tious 4 poss-" 
idle. Por te Union to call a strike of 
such proportions and to‘carry it thru to a 
victorious conclusion without creat viol- 
ence is in itself a remarkable achievewent. 
That the strike was carried out witnout 
violence is due to the wa’ in wich the 
strikers ¢ondicted themselves; the solidar- 
ity of their rans; the fear-and respect 
the planters and officers of the law held 
toward’ Union. 

Throughout tre strike not one single 
act of’violence was committed a Union 
member. 4S usual we carried on in a legal 
and peackadle manner. 

Strike Helps | ferchants 
4s a result of the strike Pig raised 
the price of pickins cotton for ousands 
of cotton pickers, literail~ of 
extra dollars will jingle in p»oexets of 
ragged aud hunery workers. This sone will 


be svent to buy clothes, food, drugs, scenool.. 


books, and otner needed ti-ings in the werl+ 
ers home. Doctors will be paid, old debts 
- will be erased and paid for and everyone 
will se greatly helred. 3: forcing the 
planters to pay nigher to the 
cotton -ickers, the Soutacrn Tenaat Farwers 
Union, not oniy helped the cotton pickers 
“the merchants, store. keepers, doctors 
ond Qtner. professionel wen. 

Jnen those who. produce the wealth rece:- 


ve their just share of what they »roduce we & joyed the generous support of individuals 
There will be no 2nd organizations thoughout the United 


will nave 2 better world, 
hungry mouths, no ‘naked bodies: Life 
be wortn living 


The 3° 


Tie RAVE ORGANIZER 
Ts 


ST. oT IVE? wer NEBDZD AMD 

tins 


REFUSED TO TICK Ti. 
AT TS STARVATION 


ALL POJER TC Til TEralT 
UNICGK IN ITS HERCICS 
AGAINST INS NEV SLAVERY CF KING COTTON 
THOUSANDS OF LEN, AID CHILDRE? 
aD EVLRY 


Tea e 


TSB Tr 


4ble. 


UNI" AG IT STRIGILES FOR TSE GIVEN 
RIM? CP LI FOR 
LNT PARETRS| 


Union Orcanigzers Jailed At 
Georse andgews, Lee Moskop and Mrs 


Myrtie Noskop, organizers for the South 
ern Tenant Farmers’ Union were arrested 
near Blytheville, ark. last Tuesday morn~. 
ing for distributing strike calls. After 
being held in jail for several days they 
were finally charged with "enticing labor® 
Inmediatel: upon receiving word of the 


arrest of tne Union organizers, H.L.Mitch—. 


-ell, } National Secretary of the Union, 
issued o news release of their arrest. 
Rundreds of pratests began to pour in up- 
on the Sheriff and the Prosecuting- Attor- 
ney from all over the country... After 
ing held for eight days all three organ~ 
izers were freed without bond. 

SHARSCRCPPSRS' VOICB on behalf of 
the entire nembcrship of the Southern: 
Tenant Farmers' Union wishes to express. 
its appreciation for the . splendid work 
these organizers did in connection with 


_-~ the strike and for their courage and fatth+ 


sfulness to the Union during the Sige they 
were 


GAINS NET FRIENDS 


The Southera Tenant Farmers’ Union has 


States and Burope. The respect and ¢@iric-— 
ence in which the Union and its officials 
are held is a tribute to the cause which 


44 reproserts and the manner in which it 


has carried on its struggle. The work of 
the Southern Tenant Farmers Union has 
caused more attention to be paid to the 
terrible plight of the sharecroppers, ten- 
ant farmers and day-laborers in the Cotton 
Country than at any time since the Civil 
Yar} Newspapers and magazines have written 
hundreds of xiles of printed words adout 
the work of the Union and 99% of it has 
been favorable to our cause. For the first 
time the people of the United States. are 
*Sharecrovper Conscious.® 
ds to keep them that way until the evils ef 
sharecronping and tenantry are abolished. | 
 Yithout the help cf the socially-minded 
people of the United States auch of the 


work of tne Union would not have been posse 
avery day’ brings new support te tho 


“ 


The Union inten- | 
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-pass it on to a friend. a 


> $ 


CAUS3 which the Soutiern Tenant 
Union represents, | 
Religfous such, as the: 
Federal Council of Churches of Christ le 
America and the Conference of Younger 
Churchmen of the South have ‘greatly aided 
Our causé. Individual church bodtes from 
Massachusetts to California have aided our 
Cause by Sending funds for defense and 
organizational purposes and clothes with 
which to feed the naked. The true Christ- 


dans of the United States realise 
the Southern Tenant Farmers' Union is the 


germ of a genuine Christian comunity of 


‘brotherhood, good-will and love, and they 


want to see us succeed in our efforts to 
bring happiness, security and peace to the 


millions of oppressed and disinherited 
Slaves of King Cotton, 


Organized: labor, as represented by the 
American Federation of Labor, has at last 
taken notice of the achievments of the 
Southern Tenant Farmers’ Union, | | 

eThe Tennessee Valley Yorkers Council 
enthusiastic for the success of the strike 


whieh the Union called for cotton pickers 


sent in a large donation to the National 


Office, . 


“ROBLERS CF Tad JORKERS 
unions and nd fraternal 


Springing up to rob farm workers and - keep 


from joining tie Southern Tenant. 
Farmers' Union. 
Memphis Tenn, Sept.50th.- 

Organizers for the Southern Tenant Far 
mers' Union have reported to the National 


Office that various organizations are 


springing up throughout this section for — 
the sole purpose of getting high membershir 


fees from the farm workers and to keep ther 


from joining a fighting union such as the 
Southern Tenant Farizers' Union. 
of these organizations with high 

sounding names are nothing but rackets 
designed -to-rob the poor sharecroppers, 
tenant farmers and day-laborers.. They try 
to confuse the agricultural workers and 
keep froi joining a legit&mate Union. 

. These organizations usually charge a. 
high rate of dues, make unusual demands of 


members for money for various purposes, 


grant high sounding titles to the highést 
bidder and offer absolutely nothing to. the 


farm workers, Our organizers report that 


offices have been sold in certain of these 


Hundreds of local trade unions have sontfake organizations for as high as ten dol~ 


have contributed funds to our cause. 
Zhe Union marches to victory with the 


united support of its membership and hun= > 


dreds of thousands of friends scattered 
thpoughout the United States and Europe. 


ALL UNION EZMBIR3 TAKE NCTZ 
The Editors or TES VOIOB 


takes. this onportunity to advise and-warn 


in) their: endos sete h ta ofe0ur> work and scoreslars aud that in one county alone more than 


aK 000.00 was collected by one of these 


fake organizations. 


Bewdre of these racketeer orgenizations 
that are trving to ride on the wave of 
enthusiasm which, has ‘been created by the 
Southern Tenant Farmers' Union. If any 


body comes to zou érom any other organi za~ 
tion. than the-Southern Tenant Farmers! Union 


investigate them first. ‘rite the Natiqnal 


all its agents and:oll members of the UnipnSecretary, %L.Mitchell at Box 5215, Memph- 


not to place TES VOICE in 


mail box To do 60 is to commit an il-. 


legal act and we have been so advised by 


‘ds, Tenn. before ou take any action — 


ever. 
A number of these organizations posing 


United States Postal authorities. Please as real unions to hel> the farm workers pror 


ouserve this notice and nels us. Thank JOu.mise things they have no intention on ever 


ITALY INVADBS BTHIOPLIA 


getting you. They proviise mules, land, 


just about everything else. They usually 


AS we so to press news cones es that Fasc= call themselves Farmers' Associations for 


‘ist ttal:! under Dictator Muss2lini has al- Colored People or something. like that. 


ready crossed the frontiers of. Ethiopia andMost of tem, if not all of them are just 


Killed thousands of natives. 


war is being “fought. 


when you have read this copy of the Voic 


fakes-out to rob and cheat ‘the people just 
See Page 5 for a complete story of w why thislike the planters, The plantation owners | 
are ghad to have these organizations around 
go you will. join them and. not the Fighting 
Southern Tenant Farmers Union. 


The S-uthern Tenant Farmers’ Union ‘is 


the organization for sharecroppers, tenané 
farmers aud day-laborers to join. The South- 
ern Tenant Farmers' Union has a clear record 
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ing orsanization. 


"Tae Voice of the 


“Published 
. The Voice Publishing So, 


Subseri tion rates; : 
one year | q $1.00 

Six months | 250 
Three months 029 


Bundle rates ly per copy 
Spécial rates to Union members, 


EARCHING 


The Southern Tenatt Farners' Union - 
narches steadily forward overcoming every 
obstacle. ad-in-its path. 

& year ago the Union was small, weak 
and without many friends. Today it has 
thousands of members scattered in the six 


Ste. tes of i Mississippi, Arkansas, Tennessee ig detervine4d to make the life of the 


Missouri, Texas and Oklahoma. It counts 
its friends by the hundreds of thousands 
scattered throughout tas 48 states of the 
United States, 
| Ti thin the last 45 days more than 30 
new locals have been organized in various 


states and hundreds of new members brought Pairmers! Taion must consider it his duty 


into the Union. +. 
organizers are organizing the un- 
organized and bringing new strength into 


the Unions Our organizers are. as fearless 33 a UTICN BUILDER! . 


group of men as ever walked the earth. 
‘Wary of them face deatn ever.” hour of the 
da:” and night and all face terror of one 


sort or anoth>ore ‘Ye siarch toward one will find a column | 


The goal of freedom from the tyranny, 
terror and poverty with which King Cotton 


has ruled tne lives of his slaves so Long- those 


Ye march toward the Kingdom of Freedom, 


the Kingdom of Plenty, the Kingdom of Peace build the Union should be publicly accl~ 


and Brotherhood, the Kingdon of Godt 
Nothing shell stop our victorious marehs 


3 3U BUILD UNION STRONG 
The efforts of the Southern Tenant. 
Farmers! Union to raise tie price for 
picking cotton was successful, Tre Union 
achieved a great victors, 6r thousands of 
Oppressed and enslaved 
ugh the Cotton Pickers Strike thousands 


will be detter fed, clothed cered for sevice for its sueubers. 


ne strike was won because the Southern 
Tenant Farners' Union is a strong, fight- 


Just wecause we won a viotor is no 


reason to stop. Ye must go on. “n order tQj!i]1 try to estallish libraries in every | 


on and win other victories we mus t BUILD 


Le 
arin workers. Tarosyen “nd wemen of STFU the National Of- 


GBR SCUTARN FAs UNTON 
STRO: ‘GSR TE VILL | 
“RIBS (ORS RIGHTS FOR 
GF Tig SCuTa. 

Tae Cotton Pickers Strike is jus‘ 
Seginninz of our struggles for right oad © 
justice, The National Office is now werk: 
ing on a NODSL CONTRACT for tenants, rert- 
ers, Sharecro vers and day-laborers. Tia 
Model Contract. will demand decent living 
conditions, better wages, maximum hours 
work, honest book keeping, #toligion of 
excessive couaissary prices, abolition ot 
doodlum books and all other items necessi)_ 
to the welfare the fara workers: of 
South. 

The. National Cffics will be glad’ to have 
the members of the Union send thom 8 uggest~ 
about the Model Contract, 

planting season rolls around agair 
landlords will have to sign on tHe. dctted 
line, The Southern Tenant Farmers Union- 


pie 

* 
4 
st 
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tenant farmers, sharecroppers and day-lav- 
Qwers a happier one. Ye have power to 
enforce these. contracts even if the Federal 
covernnent hasn't. 

Build the Union Strong and Mightye 

Every member of the Southern Tenatt 


and privilege to help build the Union by 
bringing in new ‘wembers worthy . of the str- 
ugkle Union is carrying one EVER. 


wah 


Blsew ore in tiis: issue of the Share-_ 
PARTIRS! The Baitors the: 
and wormen "210 Nave labored 
faitafr: lly et the risk fo their lives to 


aimed. edo not know all of the inen and 
women w':0 ‘lave done heroic acts and we in~ 
vite te meuvershiy..of the Union to gend in 
the names of those done heroic 
things for val the.Unionse 


In. order to viore effectivel, serve tre 


fice has decided to establish an education~- 
The purpose of 
the educatidnal pregram is to supply the 
menbvership with reading na ter&a on subjects 
that cmeoern them directly. 
The Director of the Educational Program 


local, These livraries will consist of bocks , 
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Currect events, néws of the GaYe. 


~Gembership onse each month. 


‘Qmith was injured for life, 


: 


pamphlets, tracts, ete. on farm. problems, few men have Such vy burcens 


The STFU 
hopes to publish one small mimeographed 
pamphlet of particular importante to its 


The Director will visit each local and 
help you set up the library and‘ also give 
lectures on important matters of 
Orest to every menber of the Union, 

_ Those of you who want this service sho- 
uld write the National Offi- 

EDROBS 
OF THB SOUTHERN TENANT FARMGRS ' UNION 

This co column of the Voic Voice “is ded dedicated tO 

living and dead heroes or — southern 


tenant farmers, 


_The first person to feel the wrath of | 
the planters who early tried to bruak the 
Union was the Reverend C.H.3nith, Negro 
minister of Tyronza, Ark. Rev. Smith early 
throw himself into the Sharecropper Crusace 


for Frsadom and Justice, was horsewhipped 


and beyten and later thrown into jail by 
officerg and planters near Marione Rov, 


ly that he never regretted a ‘Moment he had 
spent serving the’ Union *The Union is 
our d hopes* 


The Letast victins of plantation inter- 


ests wepe the three Union corganizers.arreet-ern Tenan 


ad lost week for distributing strike calls 
in Misgissippi County. Undaunted by thre- 
ats of lynching these three organizers 
braved ane of the worse counties in ull ark. 
VO Organize the cotton pickers for tire 
Pirike, Held in jail for nine days they 


| never for one motient regretted their actions 


in teha]f of the Union. We salute George 
Andrews, Lee. lioskop and Mrs.MMyrtle Noskop 


who have made the. Union stronger by their 


gevotion to duty. 

Few ter. have given nore of their titie »money 
und energy to the work of the STFU than the 
Rave Ey granite 
in a weary ‘land"(Kester), Rev, licKinney's 
Union act ivities nade hin the beloved lead- 
er of thousands of oppres:ed sharecroprers 


and the hated eneny of the plantation int- 


ereets. His home was riddled with rullets 
fren Haghine guns by night riders. His 
farily terrorized and driven into the night 
Fith a high price set on his head he has: | 
never been allowed to return to his hore in 
Marked Tree, Ark, 


Continue the .swift and sttent “work of 


suilding units on every plantations 


On such small shoulawers as Ju! 


all that concerns the STFU, level and. 


He said publice erican Federation of Labor Convention in 


ation for the work of the 


r 


famous for his deves*tating of. 
plantation life. A hard werker, alert to. 


Mosxop ras well tho ratred 
of the planters of drkanss With o 
set on his. graying nis wife on 
small sonwere driver [ron the: r home inn. 
Marked Tree by planters and By 
having eyes in the back, of his head Valve 
has- barely escaped two or three mots set 
on ‘lynching him. Here today. there touor- 
row always agitating, educating and organe - 
izing for the Seuthern Tenant Farrers' 
Uniona 


faithful 


We ITEAS 

The of Yard H. "H. Rodgers, ceonvieted 
of "Anarchy® at Marked Tree, Ark. last ' 
January was again peetponed by the 
cuting attorney, it ie set for the Warch 
teri of courte | 


Howard Kester, member of 
‘Council of the Union will attenc 


the Executive 
the Are 


Atlantic City, NoJe next week. Ee wiil 
seek to secure the surpert. of. the Feder- 
Unione. 
activities 


in Tewas and 


Tue to strike 
Farmers ' 
Oklahorra cotton pickers are 
low of pi. 00 per handred to. 
per hundred. 


Srace will not pernit us to carry 

whole: stery about the cause of the wur in 

frica between Ethior‘a_and Ttaly.. 
has already-invaded Ethiopia with 
troops, airplanes and machine Twc 
towns were completeiy by 
and hundreds of innocent tien. women. and 
children Slaughterec. Wny 
want Ethiopia. Italy wants oil, cotton, 
wheat and other preéducts which grow in 
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abundance in Ethicpia, - Tey alse want to 
make slaves out.cf the Ephiopians. The 
oppose this’ war aa it oOppeses avery effort 
to Opprese and ens.ave tn 
people of the Seuth and. whele world. 
HCY DO You ro? 

Somé pay dues when due, | 


Some pay dues when over due, 
Scene never do. 
How do you de? 
Give this Voice to a friend 
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